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The Turner Problem

,:I'i' MAY be a surpx;iee to the

White House staff, but anyone
who has read a newspaper or
heard a tv newscast in the past
few months must know that Ad-
miral Stansfield Turner, Direc-
tor of the CIA, is in serious
trouble

- Smce his wholesale dismissal

-of CIA agents last year, Turner

Has been under heavy fire within
Ihé intelligence establishment
fbr his heavy-handed tactics.

» Even if the ﬁrings could have
;been justified in the name of
s¢conomy or efficiency, the man-
“ner in which they were carried
sout was deplorable. The victims
>wz—:»re given no advance notice
.and no explanation—just a slip of
:paper telling them they were
,sacked

». Emphasizing hls determma-
,}wn to stick his head in the sand
#yith regard to the Turner prob-
Jem, the President Tuesday
$igned an order giving the con-
trovermal Admlral an even
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larger role mA oi;er-all U.S. intel-

ligence operations.

It is hard to beheve that the
YWhite House is under the im-
pression that all is well at the
CIA.

But when confronted with a

. newspaper report that officials -

within the Administration were
urging - Turner’s replacement,
Presidential Press Secretary
Jody Powell responded: *“‘There
is absolutely no truth to it. No
one wants Turner out.”

Indeed, the latest “unnvamed;

sources’ report of an anti-
Turner movement may not be

accurate in every detail. But itis |

no secret that Turner has
wrecked morale in the CIA and
is widely regarded throughout
the intelligence commu.mty as a
tactless, ambitious bull in: the
chma closet.

- Hereis a clear case of ostmch-
hke conduct at the White House:

- Somebody ought to explain the
facts to Jody Powell and the
President. - - - v B
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